On May 14, 2007 I was honored by being presented with the TSS Hall of Fame Award. I was asked to make an acceptance speech that was limited to ''less than several minutes.'' I thought long and hard about an appropriate message that would not be self-serving, that would envision a future, and that would not dwell on the past. This was a challenging task; here is the text of my minute on the stage.
Colleagues and Friends:
I am honored to receive this award. I am grateful that the efforts of my students and thermal spray collaborators have been acknowledged. I am the second person from the Southern Hemisphere to be so honored, and I am proud to say that the first person was my Ph.D. advisor.
I would like to leave you with three points:
• Thermal spray science and engineering provides all of us with a good life: a life that is exciting and fulfilling and of many dimensions.
• Thermal spray has come out of the closet and been recognized. We all need to rejoice in its rediscovered identity.
• The future of TS is held in the hands of all of us. We must all rise to this challenge and reap the rewards that we create.
Thank you.
And that was the end of my one-minute speech. Then, in the last 30 seconds of my speech I talk about thermal spray; that is, it is exciting, it has a distinct identity, and it is has a future that is worthy of effort and resources. Thus, TS is not about the present and the capabilities of individuals, but it is about a healthy future that relies on new people stepping up and making contributions.
Consequently, we arrive at the title of this short commentary; ''The End of the Beginning; Now LetÕs Make a Real Effort!'' The prime message is that there is ample scope for major contributions to thermal spray from individuals. On the basis of prior knowledge and understanding, as imparted during an ITSC for example, we progress in a systematic fashion further up the evolutionary tree of science.
